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ends by the use of might. It was a tremendous idea!
President Wilson himself came to Europe in December,
1918, to attend the first peace conference in Paris, and
to make sure that his League was included in the Treaty
of Peace. In so doing he ignored the usual rule that a
President must not leave the States during his term of
office, but the immense enthusiasm with which he was
welcomed in Europe showed how much his presence
was appreciated, and how great were the hopes which
the war-weary people of the Old World placed in
Wilson and his League.

At that time Europeans imagined that President
Wilson had the full support of his countrymen in his
determination to create a family of friendly nations
pledged to mutual assistance, but unfortunately this
was not the case. Now that the war was over the
chief desire of millions of Americans was to have done
with the Old World and all its jealousies and troubles,
while in Europe the old rivalries between the different
nations raised obstacles to the scheme which were not
to be easily overcome. Nevertheless, in spite of all
difficulties, the first draft of the Covenant of the League
was completed before Wilson returned to America in
February, 1919. He was back in Paris in March, but
already it was plain to him that neither in Europe nor
in America had the lessons of the war been fully learned,
and that the people of neither hemisphere were yet
ready to play their parts unselfishly in the formation of
a better world. It was a bitter disappointment and more
were to follow, for when it came to making the Peace
Treaty, Wilson found himself compelled to witness the